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December 2018 
 
Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
I recently had the good fortune to attend the CET 2nd Grade performance “Around the World with CET: Africa.”  It is 
always a joyous event to see our students singing and dancing.  As I shared with the staff, “It is contagious.  I find 
myself singing, toe tapping, and walking with a spring in my step after leaving a concert.”  Of particular note was the 
last song entitled “Kids Around the World.”  
 
Here are the lyrics: 
 

Kids Around The World 
 

Kids around the world just want to be kids, just want to be kids. 
Just like you and me, just want to be kids, just want to be kids. 
Want to play and want to run, want to laugh and have some fun. 
Oh, kids around the world just want to be kids. 

 
Kids around the world just want to be kids, just want to be kids. 
Just like you and me, just want to be kids, just want to be kids. 
Want to smile and want to love, give our moms a lot of hugs. 
Oh, kids around the world just want to be kids. 

 
“Out of the mouths of babes….” What a wonderful reminder of the goodness of our children and the importance of 
how our educational programs continue to support the social and emotional well-being of our students.  Our 
Croton-Harmon Profile of a Graduate supports the skills of critical thinking/problem solving, flexibility/adaptability, 
creativity/innovation, communication/ collaboration, initiative/self-direction AND empathy.  Embracing and celebrating 
cultural differences is an integral part of the Profile and is what makes the Croton-Harmon School District such a 
special place. 
 
Many exciting things are taking place in our schools: 
 
First, we are so proud of the five Croton-Harmon teachers who just recently earned National Board Certification, a 
true honor. Stephen Palencsar, Gregory Bradley and Kerri Tracy at the High School, and Erica Camilo and Lisa 
Dwyer at PVC, are our 2018 recipients of this honor. Their recognition brings Croton-Harmon School District’s total 
number of National Board Certified teachers to 20! 
 
At PVC, we were excited to reopen the popular Innovation and Design Lab, which was revamped over the summer. 
With the talented Katie Brennan at the helm, students are already enthusiastically using the lab for math, science, 
electronics, Arduino, fix-it, and Community Earth Day projects. The place is jumping! 
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At Croton-Harmon High School, eager parents and students turned out for the College Symposium, where they 
heard from college representatives about the Common App, the application essay, and even taking a gap year off 
before heading to college.  
 
Our Croton-Harmon High School and CET Winter Concerts both took place earlier in the month, along with a 
wonderful performance from our CET students at Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. PVC parents will want to know 
that the PVC Winter Concert will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 18. 
 
Our High School basketball players also took part in the annual Croton Booster Club's 2018 Robert E. Mayclim 
Memorial Basketball Tournament, competing against teams from throughout the region. Our Districtwide Lunch 
Committee continues to study options for a District lunch program in 2019-20, including renovations to create a 
kitchen site at PVC and lunch programs at CHHS and CET. 
 
Our holiday recess takes place between Monday, Dec. 24, and Tuesday, Jan. 1. It will be hard to believe that 2019 
has arrived! 
 
In closing, let me take this opportunity to wish you an enjoyable holiday season and Happy New Year.  I am sure 
2019 has exciting adventures in learning waiting for each and every student. 
 
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
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